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1. President Peron believes that the economic security he desires for Argen- 
tine can be achieved through access to raw materials in Chile, Peru, ani 
Bolivia which can be used for the fulfillment of his Five-Year Plan. The 
uninters3>ted flow of these raw materials can be obtained solely through 
trade agreezents, which in some cases have ‘ailed to materialize. Without 
essential raw materials, Argentina remains economically weak. 
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Argentina desires strategic protection against an attack by Chile or 
Brazil or a concerted attack by any coalition of nations. Peron is msain=- 
taining a large army and is building army barracks and depots along the 
country's borders. He believes it imperative that Argentina regain nili- 
tary supremacy in the southern part of Latin America. Argentina's future 
foreign policy will be determined by the increasing influence of the arny. 


3. The nationalist elements within the goverment are crowding out foreign 
eapiteal and foreign trade. This program, supported by Peron, lie being ~ 
effectuated by Miguel Miranda, who envisages parte of South America as ex- 
clusive Argentine markets. Despite the failure of this program as & ree 
sult of the shortage of dollars, certain nationalists contime to oppose 
comercial negotiations with the United States and England. Argentine 
Congressmen believe that economic necessity will force the Argentine 
goverment to negotiate with the United States. In view of this, the 
Argentine government will not circulate any extensive anti~American props~- 
ganda for the time being. However, the government s{4]1] desires. to replace 
United States interests in South America with Argentine interests. 


Lh. A split exists within the government with regard to its attitude tuward the 
United States. One faction favors closer U.S.-Argentine relations in order 
that a sounder economy may be established in Argentina, and the other fac- 
tion desires closer ties with Spain and the Old World. Foreign Minister 
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Juan Tramylie adherce to the fermer ,roup hut fears ‘lranda ang "1 not 
' prees for such a policy. 


S. The United States,in ite atte spt to co iolidste its posliion in le.lin 
imerica in the "cold war" against Corrunies, Ls makin, tie -istaie of place 
in, too such conlidence in feron, who 49 extrumely unrelisble and unvcusi~ 
cortny and who is apt to witheran Jror any comritment on fhe saa hiest pres 
text. Tho United Gtutos is also ristaken in Its ;olicy of caurtin, nation- 
alists, reactionaries, ant caictators in Latin ;merica ir ordar to conseli~ 
date its position. This proyran is called inperislism in «any pirts of 
Latin Amorica, Confidential reports received by del aso from etotesmen 
throu,hout South America show a distinct distrust of the United states be- 
cause of ite oolicy of backin, governments which have the supper, and con- 
fidence of the local army and navy. Peron is able to ivpress thise states~ 
men when he speaks against the United States, 


6 Feonomic sanctions azainst irgentina would boomerang and weaken ihe position 
of any country applyin,, them, 


7. During 1919 Argentina wil] shift its propaganda from an antisAmerican to an 
anti-British line as a result of the need for American products, However, 
the anti-Amorioun feeling continues to exist, especially in the Subsecre~ 
taria dc Informaciones y Prensa, where it is believed that the United 
States ie responsible for Ar,entina's economic ilis. Prron, his “panish . 
advisor Jose Figuerola, and the army sharo this latter opinion. 


8 The argentine political situation is far from settled, and the 4 :vernment 
4a concerned over the results of the 5 December 19)8 elections. ‘The 
Peronista Party, which displayed no added strength, fecls it has reached 
ite peak of popularity. The government is also worried about the political 
ambitions of certain persons now in public office, 


9. Poran wil} be given aiditional dictatorial powers as a result of the new 
constitutional reforms. The economic situation will worsen in the coming 
year, and Peron will be forced to avail himself of these adc’ed porers to 
maintain his  overnnent in pover. Nel ‘azo expects Peron to ,ive Senora 
Peron increased powers despite army pressure. 


10. Peron is rapidls forgettin, the importance of foreisn relations and is pri~ 
marily interested in enhancing his own prestige at home and furthering his 
future career by colleborating rore closely with the army. Peron is pri- 
marily intereated in national preparedness and is opposed to the restriction 
and reduction of armaments in spite of his peace talks, These peace talks 
are merely designed to conceal his ,rowing militery power and to establish 
a stronger case for his candidacy for the Nobcl peace prize. 
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